MAVISBANK HOUSE AND POLICIES - A VISION FOR THE FUTURE

1.0 Purposs

1.1 This document sets out the shered alms of the Mavisbank Trust, the Edinburgh &
Lothians Greenspace Trust, Midiothian Council and Historic Scotland (Scottish
Ministers) for Mavisbank House and Polides.

2,0 Introduction

21 The nec-Palladian country house villa of Mavisbark {bulit 1723-36) and surrounding
Policies are the result of a collaboration between Witliam Adam {1689-1748) and Sir
dohn Clerk (1676-1755) - two jeading figures of the Scottish Enlightenment.
Mavisbank is of international Importance and a urique, seminzl composition of early
Georgian architecture within the Scoltish context, Fallowing long-term, neglact the
Huliding was devastated by a fire In 1573 and §s now in a derelict state,

2.2 The Mavishank Trust (MT) has presentsd plans for a £10m restoration of Mavisbank

42

Senttish Ministers will:

a) Indicate grant funding up to £500,000 to ba avaflable for a fixed period of up to 3
years commencing from the date of a confirmatory letter to be issued by the
Histotlc Scotiand Chief Executive,

b) Issue a formal grant offer once the funding package and proposais have besn
assessed and agreed [n acoordance with hormal grant procedures, :

€} Transfer ownership of the Policles to the Mavishank Trust after the Trust have
ded confirmation that sufficient funding Is available to preserve
the Policles from further decine,

d} Exclude the monument from the List of Scheduled Monuments when they ere
content that the preservation of the House and Policies has bean secured, .

House and partial restoration of the Folicies using public, private and charitabie funds 4.3 The Mavisbank Trust will:
to cuate self-catering accommodation with community usc and improved public 2) Raise sufficient funds from all souress ta take the project forward.
acress,
b} When adequate funding Is secured, enter into an agreement to take immediate
2.3 Scottish Ministers (SMs) own the summounding designed landscape Policles, which are
managed on the nost basic care and maintenance terms, SMs only have rights of ownership of the House following its purchase by Midiothian Council under tro
access over the privately owned lower section of the South Drive to the House and powers.
Polides. t) When adequate funding Is secured, tzke ownership of the Pofides from Scattish
24 SMs da not awn the buliding but have used emergency powers under the Andant Minksters, -
Monuments and Archaeclogical Areas Act 1979 to fund structural scaffolding and ermct d) When adequate funding is securad, undertake the works necessary to deliver the
a security fence, vislon set out above.
3.0 The Visicn 4.4 Midiothian Council will:
3.1 Tha shared stratagic asplration for Mavisbank alms to: a) Support the work of the Mavisbank Trust to restors the House and Policles, to
a} Enhance Scotand's historic environment by restoring the exterior of the House develop the community vakse of the Policles and improve access.
and relastating an 18™C interor. b) Take forward CPO proceduras for the House once a viable funding package {s In
b) Provide a sustainable, economically viable fong-term use for the House and place and confirmed.
Policles. 5.0 Programma for Restoration of the Houzg
€) Re-establish the formal relationship between the House and landscape. 5.1 It is the shared aim that the project wil be funded and completed as & whole.
d] Re-unite the ownership of the House and Policles under the Mavisbank Trust {a However, If circumstances dictate, fundralsing may need b continue throughout the
subsidiary of the Edinburgh & tothlans Greenspare Trust). project. In order to safeguard the remeining fabric, the programme for the repair
€} Support comnumity engagement and local regeneration by opening up Mavisbank phase wil inchida two Intermediate break paints for work on the House:
as an Important community park for Informal recreational and educational use 2) A stable consolidated masonry shell,
Within the valley of the North Esk and an important efement of the Lathlans green b) A wind and watestight building {with an accurate roof profile, windows, doors and
network, — e basic floor structure),
f} Manage the Polfces with a view to bringing back the significance of the fandseape
In accordance with philosophies and theory informed by Sir Joha Clerk's poem 5.2 &oﬁ“m ﬂl;atmw:v* ?mae méﬂ&?’:’gﬁigmeiﬁggﬂv ;"r;:‘rg;
“The Country Seat*, i)
Indapendentty,
4.0 The Process 6.0 Communications
4.1 The project will be delivered through the Mavisbank Trust, a charity and a compamy 6.1 It is agreed tha
X t all media staternents and events will be co-ordinated through the
limited by guarantes, In parmership with the private and public sectors. The partners 29
In item 1.1 will take on the tasks fisted balow. Historfe Scotland Communications and Media Tear,
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