PLANNING COMMITTEE
TUESDAY 14 NOVEMBER 2017

Midlothian s

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS: APPLICATIONS CURRENTLY BEING
ASSESSED AND OTHER DEVELOPMENTS AT PRE-APPLICATION
CONSULTATION STAGE

Report by Head of Communities and Economy
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PURPOSE OF REPORT

This report updates the Committee with regard to ‘major’ planning
applications, formal pre-application consultations by prospective
applicants, and the expected programme of applications due for
reporting to the Committee.

BACKGROUND

A major application is defined by regulations and constitutes proposed
developments over a specified size. For example; a development
comprising 50 or more dwellings, a business/industry use with a gross
floor space exceeding 10,000 square metres, a retail development with
a gross floor space exceeding 5,000 square metres and sites
exceeding 2 hectares. A major application (with the exception of a
Section 42 application to amend a previous grant of planning
permission) cannot be submitted to the planning authority for
determination without undertaking a formal pre application consultation
(PAC) with local communities.

At its meeting of 8 June 2010 the Planning Committee instructed that it
be provided with updated information on the procedural progress of
major applications on a regular basis.

The current position with regard to ‘major’ planning applications and
formal pre-application consultations by prospective applicants is
outlined in Appendices A and B attached to this report.

DEVELOPMENT PLAN UPDATE

The development plan is comprised of the Edinburgh and South East
Scotland Strategic Development Plan (June 2013) and the Midlothian
Local Plan (MLP), adopted in December 2008. The Proposed
Midlothian Local Development Plan 2014 (MLDP) has been subject to
an examination by the Scottish Ministers and was reported to the
Council at its meeting of 26 September 2017 with a timetable to adopt
the plan by the end of 2017. The Council approved the modifications
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proposed by the Scottish Government Reporter (with the exception of
one proposed technical modification in relation to the Midlothian
Science Zone) and referred the plan back to Scottish Ministers who
have confirmed they are not going to intervene in the adoption of the
plan. At the time of drafting this Committee report it is scheduled to
report the MLDP to Council at its meeting of 7 November 2017 for
adoption. As this plan is at a very advanced stage of preparation and
represents the settled view of the Council it is a material consideration
of significant weight in the assessment of planning applications. If the
Council adopts the MLDP its policies shall supersede those in the MLP
and will form the basis of the assessment of any future planning
application.

RECOMMENDATION
The Committee is recommended to note the major planning application

proposals which are likely to be considered by the Committee in 2018
and the updates for each of the applications.

lan Johnson

Head

Date:

of Communities and Economy

7 November 2017

Contact Person: Peter Arnsdorf, Planning Manager

peter.arnsdorf@midlothian.gov.uk

Tel No: 0131 271 3310
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ground Papers: Planning Committee Report entitled ‘Major
lopments: Applications currently being assessed and other
opments at Pre-Application Consultation stage’ 8 June 2010.
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