PLANNING COMMITTEE
TUESDAY 15 MAY 2018

Midlothian e

PENICUIK HERITAGE REGENERATION PROJECT

Report by Head of Communities and Economy

11

2.1

2.2

2.3

PURPOSE OF REPORT

This report seeks the Committee’s approval of a Penicuik Conservation
Area Management Plan incorporating the Management Plan for the
Penicuik Townscape Heritage Project Area (2018).

BACKGROUND

At its meeting of 30 August 2016 Cabinet approved the simultaneous
submission of applications to the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) for a
Townscape Heritage grant (TH) and to Historic Environment Scotland
(HES) for a Conservation Area Regeneration Scheme (CARS) grant
towards a heritage regeneration scheme for Penicuik. The scheme is
called the Penicuik Heritage Regeneration Project and aims to improve
identified historical and cultural assets in John Street, High Street,
Bridge Street, The Square and West Street, Penicuik. The works will
include improvements to the facades of buildings, improvements to the
street scape and a range of educational and community training
events; all designed to enhance the local economy and sense of
community through environmental enhancement. Similar schemes
have successfully been implemented in Dalkeith and Gorebridge
(2014-18.

The Stage 1 applications have been approved in principle by HLF and
HES. The HLF awarded a grant of £114,000 towards the development
of a Stage 2 submission. The Council submitted its Stage 2 application
in March 2018, requesting £1.6m of funding from HLF and £980,000
from HES. Both applications will be considered in June 2018. In
addition to the grant funding the Council has committed to making a
contribution of £460,000 towards the project, secured from developer
contributions. If these applications are successful, it is expected that
the Penicuik Heritage Regeneration Project will start in August 2018.
Attached at Appendix A to this report is a plan showing the buildings
and public realm which will form the basis of the project.

A requirement for securing grant funding from HLF is that the Council
adopts a Penicuik Conservation Area Management Plan incorporating
the Management Plan for the Penicuik Townscape Heritage Project



Area (2018). A copy of the Management Plan is attached to this report
at Appendix B.

3 THE PENICUIK HERITAGE REGENERATION PROJECT

3.1 The aim of Penicuik Heritage Regeneration Project is to regenerate the
historic core of Penicuik town centre by:

Providing grant aid to repair and restore key historic buildings in
the centre of the Penicuik Conservation Area;

Providing grant aid to improve the public realm focussing on the
High Street and The Square;

Developing a training plan to encourage contractors, owners of
historic buildings, schools and others to understand and appreciate
the methods and techniques of traditional building construction;
and

Developing wide ranging community engagement activities to
enable local people, organisations and schools to actively get
involved in history and heritage projects and thereby gain a greater
understanding of Penicuik’s unique heritage.

4 RECOMMENDATION

4.1 The Committee is recommended to approval the Penicuik
Conservation Area Management Plan incorporating the Management
Plan for the Penicuik Townscape Heritage Project Area (2018).

lan Johnson
Head of Communities and Economy

Date: 8 May 2018

Contact Person: Peter Arnsdorf, Planning Manager
peter.arnsdorf@midlothian.gov.uk

Tel No: 0131 271 3310

Background Papers: The stage 1 grant application submissions



Appendix A

Penicuik Heritage Regeneration Project
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