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Proposed Traffic Calming in Newlandrig
Report by Kevin Anderson, Executive Director Place

Report for Decision
1 Recommendations

It is recommended that Cabinet:

i. Review the proposed speed control measure options detailed,
and

ii.  Nominate which option is to be delivered

2 Purpose of Report/Executive Summary

This report describes the challenges experienced by residents in
Newlandrig village in relation to excessive speeding and the results of
a recent consultation to determine benefits and challenges of the
solutions presented.

Date: 08 November 2025
Report Contact: Gillian Bathgate, Senior Roads Officer

qillian.bathgate@midlothian.gov.uk



mailto:gillian.bathgate@midlothian.gov.uk

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

3.7

3.8

3.9

3.10

Background

Newlandrig is a small village which lies 2 miles northeast of Gorebridge
and to the west of the upper reaches of the Tyne Water.it is located on
the B6372 between Mossend (Gorebridge) and Vogrie country park.

Newlandrig consists of approximately 17 homes and some farm
operations

Newlandrigg has seen speed reduction implemented twice with a move
from 60>40mph in 2006 and also 40>20mph in 2024

No further control measures are in place other than conventional
signage installed by a legal Traffic Restriction Order (TRO) which is
enforceable by Police.

The reduction to 20mph was undertaken as part of a county wide,
Transport Scotland led initiative where 20mph is adopted to become
the standard for residential areas - The Road Assessment Criteria |
Transport Scotland

Newlandrigg does not meet many of the criteria for a move to 20mph,
but officers decided there would be wider benefit to include the location
in the project.

Newlandrigg has an accident history included in appendix B. This
shows 3 recorded injury accidents over the past 10 years — 1 serious
(involving a horse rider) and 2 slight injuries category.

Transport Scotland has a desire to implement speed change and then
install behavioural change, through education and improved habit as
opposed to control measures such as speed humps and build outs as
these contribute to poor air quality caused by vehicles start/stop
motion.

Residents have regularly contacted Midlothian Council with concerns
around speeding traffic travelling through Newlandrig throughout 2024
but this increased with the 20mph roll out and when traffic calming
progressed into neighbouring villages.

A site visit was carried out by Council Officers and officials on 10 April
2025 following various communications which included Police, MSP
and senior council officers.


https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/the-implementation-guide-for-20-mph-speed-limits-in-scotland/the-road-assessment-criteria/
https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/the-implementation-guide-for-20-mph-speed-limits-in-scotland/the-road-assessment-criteria/

3.11 Midlothian Council have installed a permanent speed monitor in
Newlandrig so that we will have a record of speeds through the village.
VMS (visible message signing) has now also been installed at either
side of the village to increase 20mph awareness, this will warn vehicles
entering the village of their excess speed. The cost of these measures
to date has been £15,574.58.

3.12 On 17" April 2025 a consultation (Appendix A) was undertaken by
Road Services to gather views from residents on possible desired road
safety improvements — these are listed below: -

1- Build-outs at the village gateways either side and one in the middle
of the village.

2- Countdown Markers and signage on approach to the 20mph
boundary. 20mph ahead at 300m, 200m,100m spacings.

3- Speed bumps at ¢ 180m spacings.

4- Softer measures to include repeater 20mph roundels and ‘please
drive carefully’ signage at village gateways

5- Installation of street lighting.

3.13 9 of 17 residences replied; of which significant support was shown for
speed humps (all respondents). Note, there was no response from the
other 8 residents.

3.14 Speed bumps are successful in lowering speeds however do have
some disadvantages including noise, vibrations and road deterioration

3.15 Transport Scotland are opposed to traffic calming measures as they
cause more stop/start actions resulting in higher pollution/air quality
deterioration and go against guidance for B class roads.

3.16 The B6372 is a core link between the A7 and A68 especially during
diversions. As such it often sees heavy haulage.

3.17 Speeding control enforcement is a Police Scotland role.

3.18 Officer recommendation is for further review after recent installation of
VMS signage and results from speed monitoring to see if any further
measures are required, which aligns to Transport Scotland guidance.

3.19 Officers preferred option from the consultation list in no.1 — build outs to
create village gateways and give/take slowing the cost for these works
would be circa £20,000.

3.20 Spend to date on VMS and speed monitoring loops is £15,574.58.

3.21 To install speed bumps, cost circa £20,000 but is subject to tendering
returns.



3.22 Cabinet is invited to nominate one of the below options for Newlandrig

A- Observe outcome and behavioural change from VMS installation
and speed monitor station

B- Progress to design and build of village gateway build outs and
narrowing — ensuring less fail points installed on the carriageway,
less start/stop and no additional road vibration.

C- Installation of 5 x sinusoidal speed humps at c180m spacing

4 Report Implications (Resource, Digital and Risk)

4.1 Resource

Capital expenditure will be allocated to the Transport Scotland award to
Midlothian of RSIF (Road Safety Improvement Fund)

4.2 Digital
N/A
43 Risk

The measures adopted may produce risks as noted in paragraph. 3.14.
Also a risk that residents may believe vehicle speeds experienced
remain too high after any works undertaken.

4.4 Ensuring Equalities (if required a separate IIA must be completed)
N/A

4.5 Additional Report Implications

Appendices

Appendix A — Report Implications
Appendix B — Accident Data



APPENDIX A — Report Implications
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Key Priorities within the Single Midlothian Plan

In terms of the key priorities through the Single Midlothian Plan....

Key Drivers for Change
Key drivers addressed in this report:
[] Holistic Working

< Hub and Spoke

X] Modern

X] Sustainable

X] Transformational

X] Preventative

X] Asset-based

X] Continuous Improvement
[ ] One size fits one

[ ] None of the above

Key Delivery Streams

Key delivery streams addressed in this report:

<] One Council Working with you, for you

X] Preventative and Sustainable

X] Efficient and Modern

X Innovative and Ambitious

[ ] None of the above

Delivering Best Value

Involving Communities and Other Stakeholders
A consulation has been held with the local residents
Impact on Performance and Outcomes

Not applicable

Adopting a Preventative Approach.

Not applicable

Supporting Sustainable Development

Not applicable



