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Minute of Meeting 
 

Midlothian Council 
Tuesday 24 June 2025 

Item No 5.1 
  
  

Midlothian Council 
 
 
Date Time Venue 
Tuesday 13 May 2025 11.00  Council Chambers and Hybrid 

 
Present: 
Provost McCall (Chair) Deputy Provost Bowen (Deputy Chair) 
Councillor Parry (Council Leader) Councillor Cassidy (Deputy Council Leader) 
Councillor Alexander (virtual) Councillor Curran 
Councillor Drummond Councillor Imrie 
Councillor McEwan Councillor McKenzie 
Councillor McManus Councillor Milligan  
Councillor Pottinger (virtual) Councillor Russell 
Councillor Scott Councillor Smaill 
Councillor Virgo Councillor Winchester 

 
Religious Representatives 
Anne-Theresa Lawrie  

 
In attendance: 
Dr Grace Vickers, Chief Executive Kevin Anderson, Executive Director Place 
Nick Clater, Head of Adult & Social 
Care and Chief Social Work Officer 

Saty Kaur, Chief Officer Corporate 
Solutions 

Derek Oliver, Chief Officer Place 
 

Michelle Strong, Education Chief Operating 
Officer 

Alan Turpie, Legal and Governance 
Manager/Monitoring Officer 

Fiona Clandillon, Head of Development 

Margaret Black, Senior Accountant 
(Virtual) 

Wayne Clark, Group Manager, Roads and 
Transportation 

Magnus Inglis, Resource Officer 
Education 

 Maria Perez, Democratic Services Officer 
 

Nicola Thorburn, Democratic 
Services Officer 

 

 
1. Welcome and Apologies 
 
The Chair welcomed everyone to this meeting of Midlothian Council.   
 
There were no apologies submitted. 
 

 



   
 

   

 

The Chair noted that this meeting would be broadcast live and saved to the Council’s 
archive.  Items heard in private will not be made available to the public. 
 

2. Order of Business 
 
The order of business is as per the agenda. 

3. Declarations of Interest 

Elected Members were invited to declare their financial or non-financial interest in 
items of the agenda. 

Councillor Virgo noted their intention to recuse themselves from the discussion on item 
8.4. 

No other declarations of interest were intimated at this stage of the proceedings. 
Elected Members were reminded that they could make further declarations of interest 
at relevant items of the agenda. 

4.    Deputations 
 

There were no deputations. 

5.    Minutes  
 
Report No. Report Title Presented by: 

5.1 

Minutes of Special Midlothian 
Council and Midlothian Council 
meetings of 1 April 2025 submitted 
for approval 

Executive Director Place 

 
The Minute of Special Midlothian Council meeting of 1 April 2025 was submitted for 
approval. Councillor Parry moved to approve the minute as the correct record and 
the motion was seconded by Councillor McManus. 

The Minute of Midlothian Council meeting of 1 April 2025 was submitted for 
approval.  

Councillor Curran asked the Chair to consider a matter arising in connection with 
item 8.2 in the minute, noting that the consultation on school admissions for the next 
academic year has caused distress for several parties.  Given the content of the 
consultation document, Councillor Curran believes that this is dismissive of Loretto 
Roman Catholic (RC) Primary School as a catchment school, which has been 
custom and practice for many years. Councillor Curran motioned to suspend 
Standing Orders to discuss withdrawing the consultation with immediate effect. 
Councillor McEwan seconded the motion to suspend Standing Orders. 

 



   
 

   

 

The Legal and Governance Manager/ Monitoring Officer advised that, as per 
Standing Order 7.9, the minutes submitted for approval are not an opportunity to 
reopen a debate from a previous meeting and Council has to agree to suspend 
Standing Orders and consider this matter as an additional agenda item.  In terms of 
Standing Order 3.1, two thirds of Elected Members present must vote in favour, and 
as everyone is present today that is 12 votes in favour. For the sake of brevity this 
vote may be done as a show of hands.  

Councillor Parry moved a request for a short recess before the additional item is 
debated, given that the groups had not been given advance notice. Councillor 
Alexander seconded the motion to have a short recess in the event the vote results 
support the matter arising being added as item 8.7 in the agenda.  

The Legal and Governance Manager/ Monitoring Office asked Elected Members to 
vote whether they would support suspending Standing Orders to discuss the motion 
proposed by Councillor Curran as an additional item to the agenda after a short 
recess. 13 Elected Members voted in favour of suspending Standing Orders. The 
Chair confirmed the addition of the arising matter as agenda item 8.7 and noted the 
committee would take a 10-minute recess prior to this agenda item being opened 
for discussion. 

Councillor Smaill noted the letter from Kirsty McNeill Member of Parliament (MP) 
appended to the Minute of the Midlothian Council of 1 April and expressed 
disappointment at its political undertone. Councillor Smaill stated that Mayfield 
should be receiving the funds pledged for deprived neighbourhoods, particularly 
given that other areas in Scotland with lower levels of poverty and deprivation are 
receiving development funds. Councillor Parry noted that Kirsty McNeill MP was 
invited to meet with the Ward Councillors to discuss the matter, but the offer was not 
taken up. Councillor Parry agreed to write to Kirsty McNeill MP again and reiterate 
the need to meet with the Ward Councillors for Mayfield to allow Ward Councillors 
to speak to the MP concerning the need for these funds.  
 
Councillor Parry moved to approve the Minute of Midlothian Council meeting of 1 
April 2025 and Private Minute Addendum of Council meeting of 1 April 2025 as a 
correct record and the motion was seconded by Councillor Cassidy. 
 
Decision 
The minutes of the meeting of Midlothian Council Meeting and Special Council 
Meeting of 1 April 2025 and the Private Addendum for the Midlothian Council 
meeting of 1 April 2025 were approved as the correct record. 
 
Action 
Council Leader to write to Kirsty McNeill MP, inviting them to meet with the 
Mayfield Ward Councillors and discuss the funding pledge. 

 
 
 
 



   
 

   

 

Report No. Report Title Presented by: 

5.2 Minute Volume Index Executive Director Place  
 
The Minute Volume Index was submitted for approval. 

The Minute Volume Index was moved by Councillor Parry and seconded by 
Councillor Cassidy. 

The Chair noted that the Minute Volume included the Minute of the Petitions 
Committee of 31 March 2025 which would also require approval.   Councillor Parry 
moved to approve the minute and Councillor Cassidy seconded.  

 
Decision 
Council approved the Minute Volume Index. 
 
The minute of the Petitions Committee of 31 March 2025 was approved as the 
correct record. 
 

 
 
Report No. Report Title Presented by: 

5.3 Action Log Executive Director Place 
 
The Action Log was submitted for noting.  

Elected Members noted the contents of the Action Log and agreed completed 
actions were to be removed. 

Councillor Parry provided an update on Action 20. As the Online Harms Bill came 
into effect in the weeks following the Council meeting of 1 April 2025, Councillor 
Parry wrote to the UK Cabinet Secretary for Education and to The Office of 
Communications (Ofcom) urging them to uphold the terms of the Bill. 
Decision 

Council noted the Action Log 
 

6. Questions to the Leader of the Council 
 

No items for discussion. 
 

7.  Motions 
 
No items for discussion. 
 



   
 

   

 

8.  Public Reports 
 

Report No. Report Title Presented by: 

8.1 Midlothian Council Annual 
Performance Report 2023-24 

Chief Officer Corporate 
Solutions 

 
The Chief Officer Corporate Solutions presented the report for information, advising 
Council of the publication of the Midlothian Council Annual Performance Report 
2023/24. The information and data presented in the report has previously been 
reported through performance updates presented to Cabinet and Performance, 
Review and Scrutiny Committees in 2023/24.  

The report also presents an updated Planning and Performance Management 
Framework (PPMF) in response to updated Statutory Performance Indicators (SPI) 
Directions 2024 and a change to the Best Value Framework (BVF) self-assessment 
process to align with the Annual Governance Statement process. This version will 
take effect from April 2025 and will apply to performance reporting for 2025-26 
onwards. 

Council is asked to: 

• Note the contents of the Draft Midlothian Council Annual Performance Report 
2023/24 (Appendix B) 

• Note the changes in the Planning and Performance Management Framework 
(PPMF) (Appendix C) following the recent update to the SPI Directions 2024 

• Note the changes to the Best Value Framework self-assessment process 
(Appendix D) to better align the annual review with the Annual Governance 
Statement process. 

The Chair thanked the Chief Officer Corporate Solutions for the report and opened 
for discussion. 

Elected Members praised the hard work of the Officers and highlighted some areas 
worthy of note, such as the 13% increase in ToneZone memberships, the completion 
of the Capital Programme ahead of target and the maintenance and repairs 
completed by the Roads Team.  

Other successes which should be celebrated include helping 224 families with 
income assessments, the summer reading challenge increasing its uptake from the 
previous year, and the Community Lifelong Learning and Employment Team 
supporting its users to gain 2,531 qualifications.   

Elected Members thanked the Officers involved in the delivery and implementation of 
these initiatives. 
Decision 

Council noted the contents of the report. 
 
 
 
 
 



   
 

   

 

Report No. Report Title Presented by: 

8.2 

Refurbishment of Children’s 
Outdoor Play Areas - Scottish 
Government Capital Grant and 
Developer Contributions 

Chief Officer Place 
 

 
The Chief Officer Place presented the report for decision, which advises on the 
proposed expenditure on children’s outdoor play facilities using the Scottish 
Government Capital Grant allocation 2024/25 of £0.295 million along with £0.252 
million of relevant developer contributions to be fully phased in 2025/26. The 
improvements generally are to replace existing equipment and/or install more 
inclusive play areas and surfacing so the Council can continue to meet its obligations 
under equalities legislation.  

Appendices 1 and 2 highlight improvements completed in last two financial years. 
The report also lists play areas that have been improved to date using the Scottish 
Government Grant Allocations between 2021 and 2024. 

The Scottish Government Capital Grant allocation 2025/26 amounting to £0.495 
million is to fund refurbishment of the adventure play area at Vogrie Country Park 
and fully phased in 2025/26. The proposal complements the Vogrie Renewal 
Strategy to increase income generation for the park. 

Council is recommended to:  

• Approve a capital expenditure budget of £0.545 million in the General 
Services Capital Plan, to be fully phased in 2025/26 and to be fully financed 
by £0.295 million of Scottish Government Capital Grant allocation 2024/25 
and £0.252 million of Section 75 Developer Contributions for children’s 
outdoor play.  

• Approve a capital expenditure budget of £0.495 million in the General 
Services Capital Plan, to be fully phased in 2025/26 and to be fully financed 
by £0.495 million of Scottish Government Capital Grant allocation 2025/26.  

• Subject to Council approval, the proposal to install and/or construct the 
outdoor play equipment be progressed.  

• Note the update on expenditure of Scottish Government Capital Grant 
funding on outdoor play since the fund began.  

The Chair thanked the Chief Officer Place for the report and opened for discussion. 

Elected Members noted the report highlights that Midlothian Council acknowledge 
the importance of play for children’s emotional and physical development and 
wishes to make a significant investment in play facilities. Part of this funding will go 
to improve Vogrie, enhancing existing facilities and adding an inclusive high-quality 
provision which will generate revenue that can be used for improving more Council 
parks. Elected Members noted this is commendable but recommended that the 
public is made aware that the funds for this series of works come from the Scottish 
Government and developer contributions.    



   
 

   

 

Elected Members asked for further details on the accessibility aspect of the projects 
as parents of children with Additional Support Needs (ASN) had reported that 
adapted play facilities are scarce and only available in bigger parks. The Chief 
Officer Place acknowledged there is a balance to be achieved but the 
recommendation is to provide mixed access play equipment in most parks so 
children with disabilities can play alongside their peers. Vogrie has also been 
earmarked as a site which will have a more comprehensive range of play equipment 
which is aimed at children with ASN. Elected Members pointed out Vogrie is not 
covered by bus routes, other than the new Council bus route, so this may affect the 
public’s ability to use the facilities. 

On the subject of Vogrie it was also pointed out that the system of car parking 
charges has been described as contentious by some residents and that it would be 
beneficial to clearly advertise charges. Conversely, it was pointed out it is a very 
popular area with commercial dog walkers, and a suggestion was made to capitalise 
on this through a specific ticket. The Chief Officer Place noted the suggestion and 
advised that, as an income generation measure, these would be presented through 
the blueprint. 

Elected Members noted that other parks have been highlighted by residents as 
needing upgrades or improvements, such as Easthouses, and asked whether these 
will be included in the plan. The Executive Director Place advised that there is 
ongoing work to determine the prioritisation of works in the Capital Plan, and that an 
update on the matter may be presented at the June 2025 Council meeting. Elected 
Members also noted Community Councils would welcome the opportunity to advise 
the Council to ensure the new facilities meet the requests made by each community.   

The report was moved by Councillor Alexander and seconded by Councillor 
Cassidy. 

 
Decision 

Council approved the recommendations in the report. 
Action 
Place Directorate to consult with Community Councils to ensure facilities match the 
requests of residents. 

 
 
Report No. Report Title Presented by: 

8.3 A7 Urbanisation – Phase 1  Chief Officer Place 
 
The Chief Officer Place presented the report for decision, which details the proposals 
to urbanise the A7 corridor. With the character of the A7 evolving from a trunk to a 
more urban road, there is need to improve access to public transport by creating 
safe access to bus stops and encourage active travel on foot and by bicycle. 

The report proposes that Phase 1 is delivered utilising exclusively Section 75 
developer contributions which have been secured to enable the urbanisation of the 



   
 

   

 

A7. These funds have been gathered since 2017/18 and some of the initial funds 
are due to expire in 2031. Funding is also sought from the Active Travel 
Infrastructure Fund Tier 2 to deliver upgrades to the Carrington Road junction as this 
area is not eligible for the use of Developer Contributions. 

The junction and road upgrades will be delivered in 2025-26 and there is a longer-
term project to design appropriate and safe solutions along and across the A7, the 
first step of this being a feasibility and concept by external consultants and funded 
by Transport Scotland. So far, the feedback has been positive, and the initiative has 
received interest from local groups. 

This report is for Phase 1 only. Further phases will be delivered in future years 
subject to further modelling and investigation into additional external funding 
streams. 

Council is recommended to: 

(i)  Approve all the proposals within the scope of A7 urbanisation – Phase 1, and, 

(ii) Endorse a capital expenditure budget of £1.496m to be allocated in the General 
Services Capital Plan, to be fully phased in 2025/26, and fully funded by £1.496m of 
already-received developer contributions, thereby giving rise to no additional loan 
charges to the Council. 

The Chair thanked the Chief Officer Place for the report and opened for discussion. 

Elected Members welcomed the report, noting that this infrastructure is long overdue 
given the importance of public transport routes in facilitating people to travel and 
commute, and hoped that this may result in an improvement on the bus service 
frequency to the area if the volume of users justifies it.  

The project was also welcomed for its potential to reduce cars per household, which 
addresses both parking issues and road congestion, and will have benefits for 
residents’ health and the environment. The recent success of the community bus 
service also sets a good precedent for investment in active travel in Midlothian.  

Elected Members asked for clarification about the timing of the projected works and 
whether there are plans to minimise the disruption caused by these works. The 
Group Manager Roads and Transportation clarified that the works will be carried out 
during the school holidays, and resurfacing works will be delivered through evening 
closures to reduce impact. The Group Manager Roads and Transportation also 
confirmed Lothian Buses have been involved throughout this project 

Elected Members suggested that a slip road would avoid buses queuing at the 
roundabout and asked whether this could be explored. The Chief Officer Place 
advised this can be considered, and that this and other matters such as signalisation 
will be considered during a specific study. Private land ownership would also need 
to be considered.  

 



   
 

   

 

The report was moved by Councillor Cassidy and seconded by Councillor Alexander. 
Decision 
The Council approved the recommendations in the report. 
 

 
Councillor Virgo recused themself and left the meeting at 12.00pm. 
 
Report No. Report Title Presented by: 

8.4 Lothian Esk Catchment 
Partnership Terms of Reference  

Chief Officer Place 
 

 
The Chief Officer Place presented the report for decision. 

The report seeks Council agreement on Midlothian Council becoming a formal 
partner of the Lothian Esk Catchment Partnership. The partnership aims to initiate, 
co-ordinate and scale up the delivery of a suite of projects within the catchments of 
the North and South Esk Rivers. Primary focus will be on enhancing flood resilience 
and wilder climatic resilience, restoring nature, and enhancing ‘sense of place’ in 
line with Midlothian’s Council climate agenda. This Partnership will also allow all 
partners to collectively tackle issues and bring meaningful progress. 

As Midlothian Council Officers have been actively participating in the development 
of this initiative since its inception, this is an opportunity for the arrangement to be 
formalised. 

Council is recommended to: 

(i)  Agree to Midlothian Council becoming a formal partner in the Lothian Esk 
Catchment Partnership; and 

(ii)  Agree to the Lothian Esk Catchment Partnership Terms of Reference. 

The Chair thanked the Chief Officer Place for the report and opened it up for 
discussion. 

Elected Members expressed their support for Midlothian Council formally joining the 
Lothian Esk Catchment Partnership, noting that rivers are key in maintaining 
biodiversity in the ecosystem.  Given climate change the need to protect people and 
infrastructure is ever increasing as Midlothian’s population grows.  

The report was moved by Councillor Alexander and seconded by Councillor 
Cassidy. 

 
Decision 
Council approved the recommendations in the report. 
 

 
Councillor Virgo rejoined meeting at 12.05pm. 



   
 

   

 

 
Report No. Report Title Presented by: 

8.5 Borders Railway 10 Year 
Anniversary Chief Officer Place 

 
The Chief Officer Place presented the report for decision. 

This report notes the upcoming opportunity to mark the 10-year anniversary, on the 
9 September 2025, of the Borders Railway and celebrate the impact and 
transformation that the railway has had along the entire length of its route. 

Midlothian Officers have collaborated with colleagues from other Local Authorities, 
Transport Scotland, Scotrail, Network Rail and Visit Scotland. 

The report seeks Council approval for Officers to engage in collaboration and 
planning, to pool available resources and deliver a coordinated schedule of events. 
There is no funding stream identified so costs will be met from each of the 
authorities’ existing budgets.  

Council is recommended to consider formal engagement and participation with the 
planning, delivery and management of events. 

The Chair thanked the Chief Officer Place for the report and opened for discussion. 

Elected Members noted the positive impact the Borders Railway has had on 
Midlothian residents by opening more transport opportunities and easing congestion 
on the roads, particularly since the Scottish Government’s decision to abolish peak 
rail fares on ScotRail services from 1 September 2025. 

Elected Members also noted that this is an ideal opportunity to assess performance 
and open a discussion with operators  on how to improve the service, for example 
by increasing frequency, introducing later trains and adding more carriages, which 
is necessary to meet demand as Midlothian grows, and will be helpful during the 
Edinburgh Festival. 

Elected Members also discussed whether this could be an opportunity to encourage 
more people to use the service and consider opportunities to future proof the line, 
particularly as it was decided not to electrify the service and it relies heavily on 
subsidies. 

The Chief Officer Place advised that there is a short life working group including 
neighbouring authorities and rail groups which aims to compete a 10-year 
evaluation. Local Authorities have been asked to provide feedback and determine 
how different partners could work better together.  

Elected Members added that getting new rolling stock from England to increase 
carriage numbers will be helpful in getting more finance.  

The report was moved by Councillor Scott and seconded by Councillor Parry. 

  



   
 

   

 

Decision 
Council approved the recommendations of the report.   
 
Action 
Place Directorate to take part in short life working group with other stakeholders, 
Local Authority representatives and train companies to consider whether service 
frequency and train capacity should be upgraded to improve service. 

 
 
Report No. Report Title Presented by: 
8.6 Housing Services Update  Executive Director Place 
 
The Executive Director Place presented the report for information. This report 
updates Elected Members on Housing Service including requests from the previous 
Council meetings (as listed on the action log) and information on the benefits of 
providing more and better-quality homes.  The report also references pressures on 
housing stock as part of the national housing emergency and demand for services 
in humanitarian schemes as well as statutory homeless provision, and how the 
Council’s efforts and proactive measures has resulted in recognition by the Scottish 
Housing Regulator and Third Sector organisations like Shelter. 

One matter for Housing Services to determine is whether to continue to build or add 
to housing stock through other means. While there is mixed provision Housing 
Services is mostly adding to stock through building. As the service is going into 
phase 5 of the new build programme it will move towards delivery of a total of 
8,000new homes. While in 2023-2024 the Council had to slow delivery, the Scottish 
Government confirmed that resource planning assumption for Midlothian will be 
raised to previous levels and allow Housing Services to resume interest in deferred 
sites.  

The Executive Director Place advised the current average price of a two-bedroom 
unit in Midlothian is £300,000 which matches prices in most Local Authorities in 
Scotland. Costs have been increasing since before the pandemic, due to increases 
on the cost of materials and labour and the introduction of additional safety 
standards. Table 1 in the report compares the costs of new build versus bringing 
existing housing to the Scottish quality housing level. 

Current pieces of work in progress include the Midlothian Housing Design for new 
builds and the post occupancy survey which will be brought back to Council once 
complete. The Housing Services staffing structure is being reviewed, and stock 
numbers doubled as demands of tenants evolving. Stock numbers will be 
incorporated into the rent strategy review, which will be brought back to Council later 
in the year, along with the local housing strategy and annual assurance process.   

The Chair thanked the Executive Director Place for the report and opened for 
discussion. 

Elected Members noted the benchmarking costs and asked whether the cost 
comparison between new build and refurbished off market purchases remains 
accurate with the rising costs and whether, given the housing crisis, there is a 
programme of incentives to reward tenants willing to downsize. The Executive 



   
 

   

 

Director Place confirmed the benchmarking data from other Local Authorities 
mirrored the trends seen in Midlothian and show the downward trend in completions. 
The results of the downsize incentivisation programme, introduced in June 2024, 
are due to be reviewed in April 2027.  

Elected Members asked whether the Passivhaus scheme is now formally 
abandoned, and if the cost of new build includes purchase of land. The Executive 
Director Place advised that the Housing Department is looking at how to deliver the 
Passivhaus standards in other ways and that, wherever possible, new housing stock 
is built on Council owned land, but if this became an issue the costs would need to 
factor into land purchase prices.  

Elected Members wondered if mixed tenure strategy would give Midlothian Council 
an opportunity to set up an Arm's Length External Organisation (ALEO) which could 
include the construction and sale of houses as a collective and requested a report 
on the pros and cons of such an organisation.  

Elected Members noted the ability to move house is critical and should be 
recognised and asked whether the allocation policy could be brought to Council 
before its scheduled review. This early review is partially motivated by the 
knowledge that Edinburgh Council is signposting some clients to Midlothian, which 
will put pressure on Midlothian Council’s housing list. The Executive Director Place 
noted that the allocation policy is reviewed on a biannual basis, but the passing of 
the Housing Bill may be a catalyst to bring forward an early review. The Executive 
Director Place confirmed that they have noticed displacement from Edinburgh now 
that the condition of having a local connection has been dispensed with.  Elected 
Members expressed their concern and asked whether it would be possible to 
prioritise Midlothian people given the size of the waiting lists. The Executive Director 
Place advised that while the local connection requirement has been dispensed for 
homelessness reasons, the current allocation policy gives additional points to local 
residents. The matter has also been brought up through the regulator and at an 
Officer level by engaging with Edinburgh Council. Elected Members asked for an 
update on the matter.  

Elected Members also noted that the current data suggests there are 3,000 
bedrooms empty in Midlothian Council’s housing stock and, if managed efficiently, 
this would allow those on the waiting list to access housing. The Executive Director 
Place clarified that those empty bedrooms are linked to underoccupancy, not to 
empty houses.  

 
Decision 
Council noted the contents of the report. 
 
Action 
Council to receive an update on the number of displaced persons on the housing 
list. 
 
Executive Director Place to prepare a report exploring the pros and cons of building 
new stock homes through an Arm's Length External Organisation (ALEO). 
 



   
 

   

 

Executive Director Place to provide an early review on the Midlothian allocation 
policy 
 
Executive Director Place to provide data on the number of residents electing to 
downsize. 
 

 
 
Report No. Report Title Presented by: 

8.7 
Intake Figures and Reserved 
Places for Primary and Secondary 
Schools Session 2025/2026 

Education Chief Operating 
Officer 

 
The Chair confirmed that this item was added following the suspension of Standing 
Orders moved by Councillor Curran and seconded by Councillor McEwan.  
Councillor Curran stated that following concerns reported by parents they wish to 
move a motion to withdraw the consultation on the School Admission Policy until it 
has been reviewed and approved by Elected Members.  
The Education Chief Operating Officer provided some background on the School 
Admission Policy consultation. On 12 November 2024 authorisation was given to 
the Executive Director Children, Young People and Partnerships to update the 
School Admission Policy for all Midlothian schools, in accordance with the School 
Policy Act. As the Education Authority is experiencing challenges with school place 
provision, due to the rapid population growth Midlothian is experiencing, it is 
necessary to consider changes to the current admission policy so the Education 
Authority can continue to provide an educational provision for all children in the area. 
The revised admission policy would take effect from the academic year 2026/2027 
and a public consultation was released on 2 April 2025. The changes proposed that 
are in the consultation for consideration for a new policy do not affect the provision 
for children with complex needs, and the admissions for this provision are dealt with 
through a different process. 
  
The Education Chief Operating Officer clarified that admissions for the academic 
year 2025/2026 are now complete, and letters confirming school placements have 
been sent. Out of catchment placement requests have also been considered and in 
the event that those were turned down by the Education Authority there is a period 
in which parents can appeal this decision.  
 
As the proposed changes will affect admissions for all Midlothian schools for the 
academic year 2026/2027, there have been 5 public information events and the 
closing date for the consultation has been extended to 2 June 2025.  The report, 
with the findings of the consultation, will be published before 18 August 2025 so it 
can be presented at the Midlothian Council meeting of 9 September 2025 for 
decision. The Education Chief Operating Officer advised there has been positive 
engagement with the consultation, both online and at the public events arranged by 
the Children, Young People and Partnerships Directorate. 
 
In the proposed new catchment policy Midlothian children living in a designated 
catchment area will be given priority for that school, and Midlothian children living in 
the designated catchment area and who are baptised in the Catholic faith will be 
given priority for denominational schools. All placement requests will be dealt with 



   
 

   

 

after the priority places have been allocated and only granted if there are places still 
available. 
 
The Education Chief Operating Officer also confirmed that at present the only out of 
catchment pupils who are able to apply for a Midlothian school with the same priority 
as Midlothian pupils are those who attend Loretto RC Primary School and live within 
its catchment area, but there are proposals to change this in the new policy. 
 

Councillor Curran advised this is a significant departure from the current school 
admission policy, and if there is no political appetite in the Chamber to continue with 
this then there is no need to continue with the consultation.  Councillor Curran 
reminded Council that this consultation had not been shared with Elected Members 
before opening to the public. 

The Chair called the Committee to a 10-minute recess for discussion and a 30-
minute lunch break.  

The meeting paused for recess at 13.05pm and resumed at 13.44pm. 

Councillor Scott acknowledged that this is an emotive subject, and that parents from 
Loretto RC Primary School have made their concerns known. However, the role of 
the consultation is to gather the views of parents and carers and then present these 
to Council for information and discussion prior to making a decision. For that reason, 
Councillor Scott moved an amendment to allow the consultation to continue as it 
would not be a good precedent to pull a consultation before the deadline. Councillor 
Virgo seconded the amendment to allow the consultation to continue in accordance 
with democratic process so that Elected Members can be presented with the full 
consultation feedback before a decision is made. 
 
Elected Members noted that although the consultation has the potential to cause 
distress, or be perceived as discriminatory, it is a necessary step to make an 
informed decision. While it is unfortunate that the Council may be forced to make a 
difficult decision, this can be done in an empathetic and informed way, and the 
consultation is the means to do this. Elected Members were also reminded that the 
result of this consultation is not binding, as the findings will included in the report 
which Elected Members will be asked to consider. 
 
Further discussion ensued about Loretto RC Primary School in East Lothian which 
has historically been within the catchment of St David’s High School although it is 
not in Midlothian. It was noted that this anomaly is currently allowing children who 
are not in the catchment area to apply for places with the same priority as Midlothian 
residents. The new admissions policy is a way to close this loophole and going 
forwards any parent who is not a Midlothian resident and wants to send their children 
to St David’s High School should make an out of authority placement request. It was 
also noted catchment boundaries can change over the course of the years.  
 
Elected Members added that Midlothian Council wholly supports and are proud to 
support Catholic school provision and has a strong tradition of denominational 
schools. The Chair agreed and expressed their disappointment at the implication 
that Midlothian Council has an anti-Catholic stance in the matter.  



   
 

   

 

Some Elected Members disputed the assertion that Loretto RC Primary School 
pupils do not fall within the catchment, noting that Loretto was a catchment school 
for St Davids High School even after the formal local government reorganisation. 
Although Musselburgh moved away from Midlothian, when Officers negotiated the 
disaggregation in 1995, Loretto RC Primary School remained in the catchment area 
for St David’s and Musselburgh children have attended this school for many years, 
and St David’s High School has benefitted from this arrangement. The Religious 
Representative agreed with this view, stating that Musselburgh was part of 
Midlothian for many years and Musselburgh residents want to continue giving their 
children the opportunity to attend a faith-based school. Elected Members also noted 
the proposed changes to prioritise baptised children could be seen as being against 
freedom of choice, the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and 
Roman Catholic doctrine. 
 
Furthermore, it was reiterated that Elected Members should have been provided 
with the consultation draft once it was agreed by the Education Cross Party Working 
Group, and that even if the consultation was pulled and reissued, it would still allow 
for the new admissions policy to be presented to Council in time for its 
implementation for the next academic year.  It was noted that the minutes from the 
Midlothian Council meeting of November 2024 state that Elected Members authorise 
the Executive Director Children, Young People and Partnerships to make a 
consultation to review Midlothian Council’s admission policy for all schools and its 
recommendations/outcome would come back to Council for consideration. 
 
The Chair called the committee to a vote. There were 8 votes for the motion to fully 
withdraw the consultation and submit it to Elected Members for approval before it is 
reissued, and 10 votes for the amendment to allow the consultation period to end 
and consider consultation responses when it is presented to Council in September 
2025.  
 
The Chair confirmed the findings of the school admission consultation would be 
reviewed as part of the report, which is due to be submitted to Council in September 
2025. 
 
The Chair asked Elected Members whether there are any amendments requested 
to the Minutes of Midlothian Council of 12 November 2024 and 1 April 2025 after 
this discussion.  Councillor Curran confirmed there are no objections to the Minutes 
of Midlothian Council of 12 November 2024. The original proposer and seconder for 
the minutes of Midlothian Council of 1 April 2025 advised the minutes remain as the 
accurate record.  

 
Decision 
Council voted to review the results of the consultation admission policy in 
September 2025. 

 
 
 
 
 



   
 

   

 

4. Private Reports  
 

Exclusion of Members of the Public 
(A) TO CONSIDER RESOLVING TO DEAL WITH THE UNDERNOTED BUSINESS 
IN PRIVATE IN TERMS OF PARAGRAPH 9 OF PART 1 OF SCHEDULE 7A TO THE 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT (SCOTLAND) ACT 1973 - THE RELEVANT REPORTS 
ARE THEREFORE NOT FOR PUBLICATION; AND 
(B) TO NOTE THAT NOTWITHSTANDING ANY SUCH RESOLUTION, 
INFORMATION MAY STILL REQUIRE TO BE RELEASED UNDER THE FREEDOM 
OF INFORMATION (SCOTLAND) ACT 2002 OR THE ENVIRONMENTAL 
INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004. 

 
5. Date of next meeting 
 
The next Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 24 June 2025. 
 
The public section of the meeting concluded at 14.11pm. 
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