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Dear Resident, 
 

Speed Reduction Proposals, Newlandrig - Consultation 
 
As a resident of Newlandrig, you’ll be aware that the speed limit in the village has recently been 
reduced to 20mph.  This is part of a roll out within Midlothian for all residential areas.   
 
This project has been funded by Transport Scotland, and we have therefore been following 
their guidance which states that initial roll out should be using signs and lines only followed by 
a speed monitoring period for any areas of concern.   
 
We have followed this process in Newlandrig with our monitoring results now showing speeds 
to be higher than we had hoped; it is worth noting that this is unusual as greater reductions 
have been achieved in other Midlothian locations.   As such, we would now like to consult with 
local residents and get your opinion on the future, permanent, speed reduction measures.  
There are several options available, some of which have some disadvantages as well as 
advantages, and we want to detail those so that an informed and final decision can be 
established.  Please note that any new measures chosen will then be permanent. 
 
In addition to the measures listed below, we also plan to install a permanent (underground) 
speed monitoring loop, this is planned for May 2025.  The benefit of this is that its’s undetected 
so gives accurate results without people altering their speed when they observe loops.  We also 
have VMS (variable message signage) planned at entrance; this is electronic.  This is also 
planned for May 2025. 
 
Please let us know which of the following options you would also like to see in Newlandrig:- 
 

• Build-outs at the village gateways either side and one in the middle of the village.  This 
will ensure traffic has to slow to enter from either side, reinforced in the middle.  An 
example of this is below 
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• Countdown Markers and signage on approach to the 20mph boundary.   
The number of markers indicates the remaining distance. For example, three markers        
suggest the furthest distance (around 300 yards), while one marker indicates the closest 
distance (around 100 yards) 
 

• Speed bumps.  This has been requested by residents, similar to ones in Edgehead.  They 
are successful in lowering speeds however do have some disadvantages including noise.  
As Newlandrig is the diversion route for the A7, the potential for large vehicles is 
considerable and this may be noisy.  These are also not recommended by Transport 
Scotland as they cause more stop/start actions resulting in higher pollution/air quality 
levels and go against guidance for B class roads.   They can also be difficult to negotiate 
for horses and farm traffic.  Whilst these reasons make this option not our 
recommendation, if residents feel strongly this is what they want it can be progressed 
but, with the considerable expense, they will then become a permanent feature. 
 

• Softer measures including more repeat 20mph roundels and ‘please drive carefully’ 
signage at village gateways. 

 

• Longer term, would there be any appetite for street lighting?  Street lighting tends to 
indicate that you are in a residential setting which infers lower speed limits. 

 
If you would like to have your say, please reply to the email address 
RoadSafetyConsultations@midlothian.gov.uk before Tuesday 13th May.  We would really like to 
hear from you. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Road Safety & Policy Team 
Neighbourhood Services, Place (Road Safety) 
Midlothian House 
40-46 Buccleuch Street 
Dalkeith 
EH22 1DN 
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