
Standing up for Responsible Tax Conduct 

Midlothian Council notes that: 

1. The public expectation on organization’s to pay the right amount of

Tax in the right place at the right time has never been stronger.

2. Polling from the Institute for Business Ethics finds that "corporate tax avoidance"

has, since 2013, been the clear number one concern of the British public when it

comes to business conduct.

3. Almost two-thirds (63%) of the Scottish public agree that the Government and

local councils should consider a company's ethics and how they pay their tax as

well as value for money and quality of service provided, when undertaking

procurement.

4. Around 15% of public contracts in Scotland have been won by companies with

links to tax havens.

5. It has been conservatively estimated that losses from multinational profit-shifting

(Just one form of tax avoidance) could be costing the UK some £17bn per annum

in lost corporation tax revenues.

6. The Fair Tax Mark offers a means for business to demonstrate good tax conduct,

and has been secured by wide range of businesses across the UK, including

FTSE-listed PLCs, co-operatives, social enterprises and large private

businesses.

Full Council believes that: 

1. Paying tax is often presented as a burden, but it shouldn't be.

2. Tax enables us to provide services from education, health and social care, to

flood defences, roads, policing and defence. It also helps to counter





 



 

 

 


