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General Purposes Committee 
Tuesday 24 May 2016 

Item No 4  
 

MINUTES of MEETING of the MIDLOTHIAN COUNCIL GENERAL 

PURPOSES COMMITTEE held in the Council Chambers, Midlothian House, 

Buccleuch Street, Dalkeith on Tuesday 23 February 2016 at 2.00pm. 

 
Present:- Councillors Coventry (Chair), Baxter, Bryant, Imrie, Milligan, 
Montgomery, Muirhead, Parry, Pottinger,  Rosie, Russell, Wallace and Young. 
 

Apologies for Absence:- Councillors Bennett,  Johnstone and de Vink. 
 
1. Minutes  
 
The Minutes of Meeting of 5 January 2015 were approved as a correct record, 
on the motion of Councillor Muirhead, seconded by Councillor Parry. 
 
2. Housing (Scotland ) Act 2006 -  
 
(a) Procedure for Disposal of Applications for Houses in Multiple 
Occupation (HMO) Licences 
 
There was submitted report, dated 15 February 2016, by the Director, 
Resources, concerning the procedure for disposing of applications for HMO 
licences, in terms of the Housing (Scotland) Act 2006. 
 
Decision 

 
To note the report. 
 
(b)  Application – Pentland House, Edinburgh Road, Penicuik 
 
There were submitted reports, dated 9 and 15 February 2016, by the Director, 
Resources, concerning, respectively, an application by Midlothian Council and 
Alex Marks 1 White Hart Street, Dalkeith for an HMO licence in respect of 
Pentland House, Edinburgh  Road, Penicuik for a maximum of 49 occupants; and   
the background to the selection of the property for possible use as an HMO. 
 
Appended to the former were (i) excerpt from Minutes of Cabinet of 18 November 
2014; (ii) a location plan; (iii) letter from Mr A Robertson, 43 Dykes Road 
Penicuik; and response, dated 18 December 2014; and  (iv) report, dated 14 
August 2015, by the Environmental Health Officer; and appended to the latter 
was report, dated 24 October 2014, by the Joint Director, Health and Social Care, 
which had been considered by Cabinet on 18 November 2014. 
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In his reports, the Director, Resources confirmed, inter alia, that:- 
 
(1)  the Space Heating Certificate, the Risk Assessment, the Electrical 

Safety Certificate and Building and Public Liability Insurance Policies 
had not been submitted;  

   
(2)    the Applicant had posted Notice at or near the site to confirm that 

application had been made and that representations could be made; 
and on 15 February 2016, and had confirmed that it had been posted  
from 17 June to 10 July 2015;  

 
(3)       the Fire and Rescue Service and Building Standards Officer had reported 

that the property had not been made ready for use as an HMO; and they 
would not be able to confirm their position until after the completion 
certificate had been issued;  

 
(4) it was intended that Planning Permission for change of use would be 

sought; and  
 
(5) the proposal did not constitute Overprovision. 
 
There was tabled replacement report, dated 22 February 2016, by the 
Environmental Health Officer, confirming that several health and safety matters  
required attention.  
 
With reference to the report by the Joint Director, Health and Social Care, the 
Head of Housing and Customer Services confirmed the background to the 
selection of the property for use as an HMO and; and that the recommendations 
which had been made during the public consultation exercise had been adopted. 
 
The Applicant, the Building Standards Manager and the Principal Environmental 
Health Officer were heard. 
 
Decision 
 
(a)       To note that the Applicant had agreed to adopt recommendations 
made that :- 
 

(i)        there be appropriate management and supervision of the 
accommodation by a team of experienced staff; 
 

(ii)       accommodation be provided to households with no history of 
criminal behaviour or substance dependency; 

 
(iii)       the building and surrounding neighbourhood be supervised to 

avoid concerns about the safety of local residents and to address 
anti social behaviour currently occurring in the area; and  

 
(iv)      appropriate consultation take place with neighbours about the 

ongoing use of paths around the building and plans for adequate 
boundary fencing. 
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(b)      To agree that an HMO licence be granted for 44 occupants ie excluding 
the tenants of two self contained flats within the premises, subject to the 
standard; any other conditions which may be identified following completion of 
the works; and  those recommended by the Environmental Health Officer, as 
follows:- 
 

(i)       All bedrooms, kitchens and lounge areas shall be provided with a 
minimum of six electrical sockets; 
 
(ii) All communal kitchen, bathroom and toilet facilities shall be 
completed in accordance with the Building Warrant drawing; 
 
(iii) Various windows and fire exits which were restricted from 
opening shall be cleared of obstruction ; and all shrubbery shall  be cut 
back and / or removed; 
 
(iv) All windows which were currently in disrepair and boarded over 
shall be repaired and boarding removed; 
 
(v) The exposed electric fittings in bedroom 3 on the ground floor 
shall be removed or repaired; 
 
(vi) Appropriate mechanical ventilation shall be provided in the 
bathroom (numbered SF 09) on the second floor; and  
 
(vii) Before the building was occupied, up to date electrical safety 
and PAT reports shall be submitted confirming that the electrical 
system and all appliances provided have been inspected and were 
safe; and 

 
(c)       To remit consideration of reports by the Building Standards Officer and 
Fire and Rescue Service, after satisfactory completion of the alterations; and 
the imposition of any additional conditions to the Director, Resources, in 
consultation with the Chair.  
 

(b)  Application – Polton Centre, Lasswade 
 
There were submitted reports, dated 9 and 15 February 2016, by the Director, 
Resources, concerning, respectively, an application by Midlothian Council and 
Alex Marks 1 White Hart Street, Dalkeith for an HMO licence in respect of Polton 
Centre, Lasswade, for a maximum of 17 occupants; and the background to the 
selection of the property for possible use as an HMO. 
 
Appended to the report were (i) excerpt from Minutes of Cabinet of 18 November 
2014; (ii) location plan; (iii) letter from Mrs A Broadhurst, 2 Midfield Lodges, 
Lasswade; and (iv) Memorandum, dated 6 November 2016, from the 
Environmental Health Officer ; and appended to the latter was report, dated 24 
October 2014, by the Joint Director, Health and Social Care, which had been 
considered by Cabinet on 18 November 2014. 
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In his reports, the Director confirmed, inter alia, that  
 
(1)    the Space Heating Certificate, the Risk Assessment, the Electrical 

Safety Certificate and Building and Public Liability Insurance Policies 
had not been submitted;  

   
(2)    the Applicant had posted Notice at or near the site to confirm that 

application had been made and that representations could be made; 
and on 15 February 2016, had confirmed that it had been posted  from 
17 June to 10 July 2015;  

 
(3)       the Fire and Rescue Service and Building Standards Officer had reported 

that the property had not been made ready for use as an HMO; and they 
would not be able to confirm their position until after the completion 
certificate had been issued;  

 
(4) it was intended that Planning Permission for change of use would be 

sought; and  
 
(5) the proposal did not constitute Overprovision. 
 
There was tabled further letter, dated 21 February, 2016, from Mrs Broadhurst, 
intimating that she was unable to attend and providing further information about 
her objections. 
 
With reference to the report by the Joint Director, Health and Social Care, the 
Head of Housing and Customer Services confirmed the background to the 
selection of the property for use as an HMO and; and that the recommendations 
which had been made during the public consultation exercise had been adopted. 
 
Concerns were expressed about the road safety for pedestrians in the vicinity, 
where either the pavements were extremely narrow or non-existent.  
 
The Applicant, Building Standards Manager and Principal Environmental Health 
Officer were heard in amplification of their reports.  
 
After discussion, Councillor Muirhead, seconded by Councillor Parry moved that 
the application be granted subject to the safeguards which had been identified. 
 
As an amendment, Councillor Imrie, seconded by Councillor Russell, moved that 
as the location was remote, the application be refused. 
 
On a vote being taken, there voted four for the amendment and eight for the 
motion which was declared carried and became the finding of the meeting. 
 
Decision 
 
(a) To note that the objector had been invited to attend but had declined;  
 
(b) To note that the Applicant had agreed to adopt the recommendations 
made during the consultation exercise that :- 
 

(i) appropriate management and supervision of the accommodation 
be delivered by a team of experienced staff members; 
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(ii) accommodation be provided to households assessed as having 

either no low support needs, or no history of criminal behaviour 
or substance dependency; 

 
(iii) CCTV and lighting be provided  to ensure the safety of the 

households living in the proposed HMO property and the 
surrounding neighbourhood; 

 
(iv) Consideration be given to traffic calming measures around the 

entrance  eg extension of 30mph speed limit and  re-location of 
the existing bus stop (or preferably the provision of an additional 
bus stop); and 

 
(v) additional boundary fencing be provided to avoid residents 

crossing through other owner’s property. 
 
(c) To agree that an HMO licence be granted for 17 occupants, subject to the 
standard; any other conditions, which may be identified following completion of 
the works and  those recommended by the Environmental Health Officer, as 
follows:- 
 

(i)    the decoration of the premises generally throughout the 
premises shall be improved; 

 
(ii)       the ceiling near to the common room on the ground floor shall be 

repaired and re-decorated as necessary; 
 
(iii)     each bedroom shall be provided with a minimum of six electrical 

sockets; and   
 
(iv).  the ceiling of the shower room on the first floor shall be 

redecorated and the extract fan to this shower room shall be 
repaired. 

 
(d) To remit consideration of reports by the Building Standards Officer and Fire 
and Rescue Service, after satisfactory completion of the alterations; and the 
imposition of any additional conditions to the Director, Resources, in 
consultation with the Chair.  
 
3. Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 –  
(a)  Procedure for Disposal of Applications for Licences 
 
There was submitted report, dated 15 February 2016, by the Director, 
Resources, concerning the procedure for disposing of applications for licences, 
in terms of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982. 
 
Decision 

 
To note the report. 
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(b) Application for Street Trader’s Licence  
 
There was submitted report, dated 3 February 2016, by the Director, 
Resources, concerning an application by Mrs Scott, Rosewell, for a Street 
Trader’s Licence in respect of a site at the Bryans Industrial Estate. 
 
In his report, the Director confirmed, inter alia, that the applicant had been 
asked to provide information in support of her application and had failed to do 
so; had been invited to attend but was not present; and had not submitted a 
Food Safety Certificate. 
 
Decision 
 
Having noted that the Applicant had been invited to attend and was not 
present; and had not produced a Food Safety Certificate, to refuse to grant the 
licence. 
 
(c) Public Processions 
 
There was submitted report, dated 3 February 2016, by the Director, 
Resources, concerning the regulation of Public Processions. 
 
In his report, the Director confirmed, inter alia,:- 
 
(i)  the background, whereby organisers had to provide advance 
notification of the intention to arrange public processions; consultation had to 
take place with the Chief Constable, all on the presumption that approval 
would  be given; or if otherwise, the procession could be prohibited or 
conditions could be imposed on the holding of it ie as to the date, time and 
duration of the procession, as to the route to be taken by it, prohibiting its entry 
into any public place, etc; and 
 
(ii)  consultations had taken place with Police Scotland who had 
recommended a list of conditions to replace those which had existed 
previously. 

 
Appended to the report were sample current conditions; and conditions which 
had been recommended by Police Scotland from which conditions could be 
selected when authorising processions. 
 
During discussion:- 
 
(1)      reservations were expressed that some kind of detriment or unintended 
consequences may arise if the new conditions were implemented; and  
 
(2)     comments were made in respect of the switch on of Christmas lights at 
Bonnyrigg, where Police Scotland had advised  that traffic management 
consultants be engaged; and this had presented the Organiser with financial 
difficulty.   
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Decision  
 
(a)  Rather than adopt the recommended list of conditions,  to continue 

consideration of   the matter for more detailed information as to how 
they would be applied; and  

 
(b)  To note the comments concerning traffic management. 

 
 

4. Amplification of Sound in the Chambers 
 
Councillor Muirhead drew attention to the fact that some of the microphones 
had been inoperable for much of the meeting. 
 
Decision 
 
To request that the problem be resolved. 
 
The Meeting terminated at 3.17pm. 

 


