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TUESDAY 9 JANUARY 2018

Midlothian e

SUPPLEMENTARY GUIDANCE: GREEN NETWORKS

Report by Head of Communities and Economy
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2.1

2.2

2.3

PURPOSE OF REPORT

This report seeks the Committee’s agreement to undertake a formal
consultation on its proposed ‘Green Networks’ supplementary
guidance.

BACKGROUND

At its meeting of 7 November 2017 the Council adopted the Midlothian
Local Development Plan 2017 (MLDP). The MLDP included a
commitment to prepare Supplementary Guidance and Planning
Guidance on a number of topic areas (Section 7.2, pages 81 and 82 of
the MLDP). Additional guidance is required to provide further detail
and interpretation of the policies and strategy set out in its
development plan. One of the topic areas which needs further
clarification is with regard Midlothian’s Green Networks.

Draft Supplementary Guidance has to be published to enable
interested parties to make comment and for any representations
received to be considered prior to finalisation of the guidance.
Supplementary Guidance is subject to a Strategic Environmental
Assessment (SEA) and a Habitats Regulations Appraisal (HRA).
Furthermore, the local planning authority must also notify Scottish
Ministers of its intention to adopted Supplementary Guidance, who
have the opportunity to intervene in its drafting and adoption. Once
adopted Supplementary Guidance forms part of the development plan
and is given statutory weight. Supplementary Guidance is expected on
core topics which are integral to the Council spatial strategy.
Supplementary Guidance will be a significant policy consideration in
the assessment of planning applications.

Non-statutory Planning Guidance does not require prior publication,
consultation or notification to Scottish Ministers. Planning Guidance
will be a material consideration in the assessment of planning
applications but does not form part of the development plan.



3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

GREEN NETWORKS SUPPLEMENTARY GUIDANCE

In Midlothian, the green network is connected areas of green and blue
spaces within, around and between towns and villages that provide
usable open space, active travel routes (routes for walking and
cycling), habitats for wildlife and plants, and natural surface water and
flood water management opportunities. Green networks include green
features like parks, woodlands, trees, planted areas, hedges, verges,
allotments, community growing spaces, outdoor play and sports areas
and gardens. They also incorporate blue features such as rivers, lochs,
wetlands, ponds, other watercourses, permeable paving and
sustainable urban drainage systems (SuDS). When considered
together as a network, these green and blue features provide important
assets that contribute to place and environmental quality, opportunities
for shelter, access and travel, sustainable urban drainage, pollution
mitigation, wildlife habitats and to climate change mitigation and
adaptation.

Specific support for and protection of the green network is provided
through MLDP policy ENV2: Midlothian Green Network. This policy is
designed to work in conjunction with other policies in the MLDP
relating to green and blue infrastructure assets and features of
biodiversity value.

The supplementary guidance provides a framework supporting the
delivery of the green network across the whole of Midlothian.
Delivering improvement of the Midlothian Green Network is a
collaborative task, whether it relates to additions to the network or the
protection and enhancement of existing network components.
Midlothian Council will therefore work with partners including
landowners, communities, non-governmental bodies, charities and
other third sector organisations, schools and colleges, businesses and
developers to support the continuing improvement and use of the
green network. The Council will also work with partners to enhance the
green network by seeking to deliver additional green and blue
components that are not specifically anticipated in this document.
Enhancements and additions to the Green Network that will be
delivered as an integral part of new development are identified in the
guidance. The specific requirements for allocated development sites
are identified, as are the area wide network requirements that the
Council will seek contributions to.

The draft guidance will be made publically available on the Council’s
website for period of no less than 28 days. The Community Councils,
the Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA), Scottish Wildlife
Trust, Scottish Water, the RSPB, the Forestry Commission and
Scottish Natural Heritage will be notified of the draft guidance and
invited to make comment.



4 RECOMMENDATION

4.1 The Committee is recommended to:
a) approve the draft Green Network Supplementary Guidance for
consultation; and
b) consider a further report on the Green Network Supplementary
Guidance following the proposed consultation.

lan Johnson
Head of Communities and Economy

Date: 22 December 2017

Contact Person: Peter Arnsdorf, Planning Manager
peter.arnsdorf@midlothian.gov.uk

Tel No: 0131 271 3310

Background Papers: MLDP 2017 adopted 7 November 2017.
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